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Transparency

Based on the LCA methodological approach, a clear and

transparent information about Happening impacts on the

environment is communicated through Environmental

Product Declarations (EPD – ISO/TR 14025) that do 

not include value based judgments. 

Furthermore, Happening officially complies with the

French environmental certification NF – Environnement

(ISO 14024) awarded by the CTBA (Centre Technique 

du Bois et de l’Ameublement).

Making eco-design is in itself a step towards sustainable development, 

taking into account economic, social and environmental issues. The goal 

of such an environmental initiative is to achieve concrete environmental

improvements to products, by measuring their impacts at each stage of 

their life cycle.

Happening was designed:

With materials which have low 

impact on the environment

For a quick and easy 

disassembly with common 

hand tools

For an easier end of life 

management

24% recycled materials 

no hazardous materials 

(no PVC, no Chrome, no Mercury)

low quantity of components

99% recyclability

More responsibility
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Happening – It’s smarter. It’s easier. 
It’s a better way of storing things.
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Happening. It’s smarter. It’s easier. 
It’s a better way of storing things.

B
0

4
1

0

B
0

4
1

2

B
0

4
3

5



3

H
a

p
p

e
n

in
g

Most of us would agree that our workplace storage could be much more effective. Studies indicate that we may spend 

up to 30% of our time each workday looking for information ! Of course, we all need to surround ourselves with tools,

documents, information and personal objects, but these things often become messy and disorganised. Traditional storage

systems don’t always give us the functionality we need, and their design may not be very inspiring. At Steelcase, we take

a user-centred approach to designing storage systems, aimed at supporting both individuals and teams with better ways

to organise and access their things. This is the thinking behind Happening – a smarter, easier and altogether better

way of storing things, and the ideal complement to your existing storage solutions.

Happening
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Enhance your storage

> smarter

> more organised

> more tailored

> more aesthetic

> more scope

B0381



Stored away Close at hand Actively in use
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More convenient

By using the space above, below and next to the workstation, Happening provides a solution all around the user,

offering one unique design for all their storage needs. This ensures that tools, documents and objects are always

conveniently stored within easy reach, making work more pleasurable and productive.

Next to the workstation

Below the workstation

Above the workstation
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Book ends and labelling Interior fittings for box: shelves Interior fittings for drawers
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More organised 

Efficient 

accessories

support autonomy,

save space

Effective labelling

helps to identify 

the owner or the

document

Selective lock

function

that allows access

to certain parts

while securing 

others

Smart internal

fittings

help the user to

store or retrieve

effectively and 

efficiently

Happening makes it easy to store things… and easy to find them again. The system provides smart internal 

organisational tools and accessories, as well as other helpful features like a lock function or labelling, ensuring that the

user can store things efficiently and effectively.
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More tailored 

Interaction elements support seating and standing interaction, such as informal meetings where documents need to be
quickly and easily shared.

B0390

B0391 B0392 B0393

MANAGE
CONNECTIONS

SUPPORT DIVERSE
WORKSTYLES
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individuals, organisations and company cultures have their own specific needs and preferred way of working. Based on

this insight, Happening allows people to choose the storage solution that suits their own personal or group preferences 

to work the way they want. Steelcase’s workspace architecture solution, Forward, provides structure and freedom 

to the user. Happening ideally complements Forward with elements that support seating and standing interaction. 

In addition, Happening brings mobility and structure to the space with shared storage elements.

Shared storage elements

B0394 B0395 B0396 B0397

B0398

Happening recognises that today’s workstyles and technologies create new storage demands. And that different 
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Tasking – Expert group

These experts work mostly individually to deepen their expertise.

Their workstation offers a high privacy and a large personal storage

capacity at the desk and close to the desk.

Tasking – Process cluster

Groups carrying out process work are mostly sedentary and their

activities take place at their workstation. They require personal

storage within easy reach to store and  retrieve documents and

objects. 

Teaming – Process team

This process team spends most of its time carrying out predefined

tasks and very similar activities but with a high degree of interaction.

Both personal and shared storage is provided to support the

switch from individual to collaborative work. 

Teaming – Project team with meeting space

Project Team members are people who perform a variety of tasks

and require a balance between individual and collaborative work.

Mobile personal storage enables them to choose where they want

to work either at an individual workstation or in a meeting space.

Shared storage delineates the team space, allows easy access to

information, and can be locked for confidentiality/security reasons. 

More possibilities

The system’s geometrical design purity and quality finish give its various units a highly attractive look, either in large or small

configurations. Everything fits together in perfect aesthetic harmony. Happening transforms the office from a bland

landscape into an inspiring work environment where people can enjoy working at their best.

B0404 B0405

B0406 B0407

By optimising the storage attributed to each employee, Happening provides solutions which are tailored to fit an

organisation’s storage needs within the constraints of the existing office space. Happening also supports users who

don’t spend a lot of time at the same desk (i.e. call centre staffers, mobile workers or consultants), providing them with a

personal box in a shared storage element which can be used in desk-sharing situations.

B0399 B0400 B0401 B0402

B0403



Desk level

Floor level

Accessories – Below

Cushion on Cubic and

Net with magnetic fixing

Cubic box with shelf and

drawer

Interior fittings

More scope

Happening offers a high degree

of choice without high complexity.

The system allows for a multitude

of different configurations using

the same set of basic core elements. 

The various boxes, drawers, shelves

and other elements, including the

accessories, fit easily together across

the range, adapting to all kinds of

requirements, workstyles, applications

and architectural situations.

Below the workstation

Happening offers a range of different units, configurations and

internal fittings which provide a diversity of solutions for meeting

people’s individual needs for managing storage below the 

workstation. For the maximum flexibility, these units are supplied

with two types of castors (40 mm and 65 mm), allowing you to

move them as you need to.
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Desk level

Floor level

Desk level

Floor level

600 mm shelves

H1100 x W400 mm Combi Small

H1100 x W800 mm Combi Large

H1700 x W400 mm Combi Medium

H1700 x W800 mm Combi Extra Large

800 mm shelves

1000 mm shelves

1200 mm shelves

1400 mm shelves

1600 mm shelves

Technical Combi Cabriolet Bench

Accessories – Above Accessories – Next To

Brica underneath the 

Above structure

Translucent screen used as

space division

Task lighting,

rail on the Above structure

Forward box

with interior fittings

Book ends for shelves Waste paper basket Hanging files supports and

shelves in the box

Hook Net Internal fittings, book end 

with labelling

Above the workstation

Happening makes the most of vertical space to increase total storage area without using more valuable floor space. 

This group includes all components located above the work surface (available in 6 widths): plain shelves, accessory shelves, accessory

shelf / box combinations, accessory box. Accessories increase the effectiveness.

Next to the workstation

The third and largest product family in the Happening system consists of storage units which can be positioned next to the workstation,

providing a medium to large storage capacity. They are divided into seven groups defined by their dimensions – heights of 1100 mm / 1700 mm,

widths of 400 mm / 800 mm (Combi Small, Large, Medium, Extra Large) – and by their functions (Technical Combi, Cabriolet and Bench). 
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